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Are You Ready?
A bequest in your estate plans is  
right for you if:

■  You want the opportunity to influence not only 

the future ownership of your possessions, but 

the meaning that others assign to your life. 

■  You have a will or living trust, or are ready to 

create one.

■  You want to continue your support of Grinnell 

College after your lifetime.

■  You want to balance your generosity to us with 

an assurance that loved ones are taken care  

of first.

■  You want to maintain the flexibility to change 

your mind at any time.
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Your Next Steps

Consult an Attorney 
Although it’s legally possible to document 
your wishes without professional help, using 
the services of an estate planning attorney is 
always a best practice. You need someone 
who understands the laws in your state as well 
as federal law and someone who can help 
translate your wishes appropriately. 

Contact Us
We’re happy to discuss specific bequest 
language to include Grinnell College in your 
estate plans or answer your questions about 
bequests and other planned giving options. 
Please contact us at 641-269-1846 or toll free 
at 866-850-1846.  

Make Your  
Final Wishes  
Come True

Grinnell College is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in matters of admission, employment and housing, and in access to and
participation in its education programs, services or activities. No person shall be discriminated against on the basis of race, national or
ethnic origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, veteran status, religion, creed, or disability.

For additional information, please contact

Office of Development and Alumni Relations
Grinnell College

Old Glove Factory
Grinnell, IA 50112-1690

Phone: 641-269-1846
Toll free: 866-850-1846

www.grinnell.edu

Tax ID Number: 42-0680387
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You should discuss these various strategies with 
your estate planning attorney as you prepare to 
create or update your estate plans.

Specific dollar amount: “I bequest the 
sum of $______ to The Trustees of Grinnell 

College, Grinnell IA 50112, to be used or disposed 
of as its Board of Trustees in its sole discretion 
deems appropriate.”

Specific personal property: “I bequeath 
_________________ to The Trustees of 

Grinnell College, Grinnell IA 50112, to be used 
or disposed of as its Board of Trustees in its sole 
discretion deems appropriate.”
   

Specific real estate property: “I devise all 
of my right, title and interest in and to the real 

estate located at ____________________ to  
The Trustees of Grinnell College, Grinnell IA 50112, 
to be used or disposed of as its Board of Trustees 
in its sole discretion deems appropriate.”

Share of, or entire residue, of estate: 
“I devise, bequeath all (or ______%) of 

the remainder of my property to The Trustees of 
Grinnell College, Grinnell IA 50112, to be used 
or disposed of as its Board of Trustees in its sole 
discretion deems appropriate.”

Note: If the gift to Grinnell College is for a purpose 
other than unrestricted use, include the restriction. 
For example, “I bequeath the sum of $______to The 
Trustees of Grinnell College, Grinnell IA 50112, for 
the purpose of ___________________________. If in 
the judgment of The Trustees of Grinnell College,  
it becomes impossible to accomplish the purpose 
of this gift, the income or principal may be used  
for such related purposes and in such manner  
as determined by its Board of Trustees.”

4 Ways
to Make a Bequest to Us

3 4

When you create a will or living trust, you have the ability 
to decide how your assets will be distributed at your death. 

You can include provisions, or bequests, that indicate to 
whom you’d like to give specific assets or amounts.
 Besides naming family members and other loved ones, 
you can also include bequests to charitable organizations 
such as Grinnell College. When you include a gift to 
us in your estate plans, you join a group of instrumental 
supporters whose donations have made possible some of 
our most innovative and effective programs. 

Advantages of a Bequest
■  It’s easy to do. Making a bequest is as simple as 

inserting a few sentences into your will or living trust.
■  You can change your mind. Your estate plan can be 

changed at any time. With a bequest, you are not 
actually making a gift until your death. Until then, you 
are free to alter your plans, eliminating the worry that 
you might make a commitment you could later regret.

■  It may reduce the taxes on your estate. If you choose to 
make a bequest to us, you’ll receive valuable tax benefits 

For you, an up-to-date estate plan is one of your most effective tools for protecting the security of your loved 
ones. But did you know that you can also use your plan to play a role in carrying out our vital mission every day?

A Guide for Keeping More of What’s Yours 

Provide for the People and 
Causes You Cherish Most

in addition to feeling good about helping others. Your 
estate is entitled to an unlimited estate tax deduction 
for bequests to qualified charitable organizations. 

How It Works
Your estate planning attorney can help you structure 
a gift so your wishes for your loved ones and favorite 
causes will be accurately fulfilled. You can include 
charitable bequests when you create your will or living 
trust, or you can add a bequest later by means of a 
codicil to your will or an amendment to your trust. 
 Just a few simple sentences, called bequest language, 
in your will or living trust are all that is needed. You 
can give us a specific item or amount, or you can give 
us a percentage of what is left of your estate after others 
have received their share. A percentage allows your gift 
to remain proportionate to your estate size. 
 Although not necessary, notifying us that we are 
being named in your will or trust documents helps 
ensure that your bequest will be executed in the  
manner you intended.
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